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and in local political subdivisions, and
when combined, shall cover all public
roads in the State.

§924.9 Planning.

(a) The HSIP planning process shall
incorporate:

(1) A process for collecting and main-
taining a record of crash, roadway,
traffic and vehicle data on all public
roads including for railway-highway
grade crossings inventory data that in-
cludes, but is not limited to, the char-
acteristics of both highway and train
traffic.

(2) A process for advancing the
State’s capabilities for safety data col-
lection and analysis by improving the
timeliness, accuracy, completeness,
uniformity, integration, and accessi-
bility of the State’s safety data or traf-
fic records.

(3) A process for analyzing available
safety data to:

(i) Develop a HSIP in accordance
with 23 U.S.C. 148(c)(2) that:

(A) Identifies highway safety im-
provement projects on the basis of
crash experience, crash potential, or
other data supported means as identi-
fied by the State, and establishes the
relative severity of those locations;

(B) Considers the relative hazard of
public railway-highway grade crossings
based on a hazard index formula; and

(C) Establishes an evaluation process
to analyze and assess results achieved
by the HSIP and uses this information,
where appropriate, in setting priorities
for future projects.

(ii) Develop and maintain a data-
driven SHSP that:

(A) Is developed after consultation
with safety stakeholders;

(B) Makes effective use of State, re-
gional, and local crash data and deter-
mines priorities through crash data
analysis;

(C) Addresses engineering, manage-
ment, operation, education, enforce-
ment, and emergency services;

(D) Considers safety needs of all pub-
lic roads;

(E) Adopts a strategic safety goal;

(F) Identifies key emphasis areas and
describes a program of projects, tech-
nologies, or strategies to reduce or
eliminate highway safety hazards;
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(G) Adopts performance-based goals,
coordinated with other State highway
safety programs, that address behav-
ioral and infrastructure safety prob-
lems and opportunities on all public
roads and all users, and focuses re-
sources on areas of greatest need and
the potential for the highest rate of re-
turn on the investment of HSIP funds;

(H) Identifies strategies, tech-
nologies, and countermeasures that
significantly reduce highway fatalities
and serious injuries in the key empha-
sis areas giving high priority to cost ef-
fective and proven countermeasures;

(I) Determines priorities for imple-
mentation;

(J) Is consistent, as appropriate, with
safety-related goals, priorities, and
projects in the long-range statewide
transportation plan and the statewide
transportation improvement program
and the relevant metropolitan long-
range transportation plans and trans-
portation improvement programs that
are developed as specified in 23 U.S.C.
134, 135 and 402; and 23 CFR part 450;

(K) Documents the process used to
develop the plan;

(L) Proposes a process for implemen-
tation and evaluation of the plan;

(M) Is approved by the Governor of
the State or a responsible State agency
official that is delegated by the Gov-
ernor of the State; and

(N) Has been developed using a proc-
ess approved by the FHWA Division
Administrator.

(iii) Develop a High Risk Rural Roads
program using safety data that identi-
fies eligible locations on State and
non-State owned roads as defined in
§924.3, and analyzes the highway safety
problem to identify safety concerns,
identify potential countermeasures, se-
lect projects, and prioritize high risk
rural roads projects on all public roads.

(iv) Develop a Railway-Highway
Grade Crossing program that:

(A) Considers the relative hazard of
public railway-highway grade crossings
based on a hazard index formula;

(B) Includes onsite inspection of pub-
lic grade crossings;

(C) Considers the potential danger to
large numbers of people at public grade
crossings used on a regular basis by
passenger trains, school buses, transit
buses, pedestrians, bicyclists, or by
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trains and/or motor vehicles carrying
hazardous materials; and

(D) Results in a program of safety
improvement projects at railway-high-
way grade crossings giving special em-
phasis to the statutory requirement
that all public crossings be provided
with standard signing and markings.

(4) A process for conducting engineer-
ing studies (such as roadway safety au-
dits and other safety assessments or re-
views) of hazardous locations, sections,
and elements to develop highway safe-
ty improvement projects.

(5) A process for establishing prior-
ities for implementing highway safety
improvement projects considering:

(i) The potential reduction in the
number of fatalities and serious inju-
ries;

(ii) The cost effectiveness of the
projects and the resources available;

(iii) The priorities in the SHSP;

(iv) The correction and prevention of
hazardous conditions;

(v) Other safety data-driven criteria
as appropriate in each State; and

(vi) Integration with the statewide
transportation planning process and
statewide transportation improvement
program, and metropolitan transpor-
tation planning process and transpor-
tation improvement program where ap-
plicable, in 23 CFR part 450.

(b) The planning process of the HSIP
may be financed with funds made
available through 23 U.S.C. 130, 133, 148,
402, and 505 and, where applicable in
metropolitan planning areas, through
23 U.S.C. 104(f).

(c) Highway safety improvement
projects shall be carried out as part of
the Statewide and Metropolitan Trans-
portation Planning Process consistent
with the requirements of 23 U.S.C. 134
and 135, and 23 CFR part 450.

§924.11 Implementation.

(a) The HSIP shall be implemented in
accordance with the requirements of
§924.9 of this part.

(b) A State is eligible to use up to 10
percent of the amount apportioned
under 23 U.S.C. 104(b)(5) for each fiscal
year to carry out safety projects under
any other section, consistent with the
SHSP and as defined in 23 U.S.C.
148(a)(4), if the State can certify that it
has met infrastructure safety needs re-
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lating to railway-highway grade cross-
ings and highway safety improvement
projects for a given fiscal year. In order
for a State to obtain approval:

(1) A State must submit a written re-
quest for approval to the FHWA Divi-
sion Administrator for each year that a
State certifies that the requirements
have been met before a State may use
these funds to carry out safety projects
under any other section; and

(2) A State must submit a written re-
quest that describes how the certifi-
cation was made, the activities that
will be funded, how the activities are
consistent with the SHSP, and the dol-
lar amount the State estimates will be
used.

(c) If a State has funds set aside from
23 U.S.C. 104(b)(5) for construction and
operational improvements on high risk
rural roads, in accordance with 23
U.S.C. 148(a)(1), such funds:

(1) Shall be used for safety projects
that address priority high risk rural
roads as determined by the State.

(2) Shall only be used for construc-
tion and operational improvements on
high risk rural roads and the planning,
preliminary engineering, and roadway
safety audits related to specific high
risk rural roads improvements.

(3) May also be used for other high-
way safety improvement projects if the
State certifies that it has met all infra-
structure safety needs for construction
and operational improvements on high
risk rural roads for a given fiscal year.

(d) Funds set aside pursuant to 23
U.S.C. 148 for apportionment under the
23 U.S.C. 130(f) Railway-Highway Grade
Crossing Program, are to be used to
implement railway-highway grade
crossing safety projects on any public
road. At least 50 percent of the funds
apportioned under 23 U.S.C. 130(f) must
be made available for the installation
of highway-rail grade crossing protec-
tive devices. The railroad share, if any,
of the cost of grade crossing improve-
ments shall be determined in accord-
ance with 23 CFR part 646, subpart B
(Railroad-Highway Projects). If a State
demonstrates to the satisfaction of the
FHWA Division Administrator that the
State has met its needs for installation
of protective devices at railway-high-
way grade crossings the State may use
funds made available under 23 U.S.C.
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